
Worlds End Junior School History Progression of Skills 

Year 3 

 

Range of Knowledge: 

• Changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age 

• A non-European society that provides contrasts with British 
history – Mayan civilization c. AD 900 

• The achievements of the earliest civilizations – an overview of 
where and when the first civilizations appeared, and a depth 
study of Ancient Egypt 

Interpreting History: 

• Looks at different representations of a time period 

• Explores the idea that there are different accounts of 
information in History. 

Historical Enquiry: 

• Uses a range of sources to find out about a particular time 
period. For example: Books, computers, artefacts, buildings, 
visits to museums or galleries 

• Selects and records relevant information 

• Makes observations and ask questions to widen 
understanding 

Communicating Historically: 

• Communicates knowledge and understanding in a range of 
ways. For example: Using pictures, discussions, drama, 
different genres of writing, annotation, computing. 

• Begins to use language such as ‘change’, ‘similar’ and 
‘different’ to talk about history 

Chronological Understanding: 

• Understands that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before 
Christ) and AD (Anno Domini) 

• Places the relevant time period on a timeline and begins to 
compare it to other familiar periods of history.  

• Sequences events or artefacts chronologically using a 
timeline where necessary. 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the 
past: 

• Uses evidence to describe the culture and leisure activities in 
the past 

• Uses evidence to describe way of life and actions of people in 
the past 

• Makes simple comparisons between Mayan civilisation and 
known British history  

 

 

 



 

Year 4 

 

Range of Knowledge: 

• Ancient Greece – a study of Greek life and achievements and 
their influence on the western world 

• the Roman Empire and its impact on Britain 

Interpreting History: 

• Compares different sources and own historical knowledge 

• Looks at different versions of events and can discuss 
differences 

Historical Enquiry: 

• Uses a range of sources (books, artefacts, internet) to build 
up a picture of a particular aspect of history 

• Uses research and asks questions to find out about the past 

Communicating Historically: 

• Selects relevant data and organises it appropriately 

• Works independently or as part of a group 

• Displays information in a range of ways e.g. a range of genres 
of writing, mind mapping, detailed annotations, timelines etc 

• Explicitly uses language such as ‘change’, ‘similarity’ and 
‘difference’ to talk about history 

Chronological Understanding: 

• Understands that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before 
Christ) and AD (Anno Domini) and can place dates on the 
timeline 

• Orders significant events and dates on a timeline 

• Uses time vocabulary related to the studied period 

• Place events on a timeline and compares it to some other 
periods studied 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the 
past: 

• Describes major changes in a studied time period, similarities 
and differences between people, events and artefacts 

• Describes how some things from the studied period have an 
impact and influence on life today 

• Uses evidence to describe culture, pastimes and way of life in 
the past in detail 

 

 

 

 



 

Year 5 

 

Range of Knowledge: 

• Britain’s settlement by Anglo-Saxons and Scots 

• The Viking and Anglo-Saxon struggle for the Kingdom of 
England to the time of Edward the Confessor 

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 – The Tudors 
(Henry VIII and the break from Rome) 

Interpreting History: 

• Understands that people from the past have an opinion and 
this can affect their evidence 

• Begins to give reasons why events portrayed in sources differ 

• Evaluates evidence and begins to choose reliable forms 

Historical Enquiry: 

• Identifies primary and secondary sources 

• Chooses sources based on their reliability  

• Investigates different lines of enquiry independently 

• Uses a range of well-chosen sources (books, archive material, 
internet, museum visits etc) to find out about the past 

• Understands that there is sometimes not a single answer to a 
historical question 

Communicating Historically: 

• Works independently or as part of group showing initiative 

• Organises work appropriately, sorting by time or theme 

• Records and communicates historically in a range of ways e.g. 
a range of genres of writing, mind mapping, diagrams, 
timelines, clear and detailed annotations, opinion-based 
pieces 

• Understands and uses language such as ‘continuity’ and 
‘change’ when talking about history 

Chronological Understanding: 

• Understands that a timeline can be divided into BC (Before 
Christ) and AD (Anno Domini) and can place dates on both 
parts of the timeline independently 

• Orders significant events, movements and dates on the 
timeline 

• Makes comparisons between different historical periods 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the 
past: 

• Chooses reliable sources of information to find out about the 
past 

• Describes how historical events have had an impact or 
influence on life today 

• Makes links between some features in past societies (religion, 
houses, technology) 

• Identifies continuity and change in studied periods 



Year 6 

 

Range of Knowledge: 

• A local history study – The Industrial Revolution and its 
impact on Birmingham 

• A study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends 
pupils’ chronological knowledge beyond 1066 – World Wars 
and how they have impacted Modern Britain 

Interpreting History: 

• Evaluates and analyses accounts and chooses reliable sources 

• Understand that people in the past and present have points 
of view and this can affect interpretations of events 

• Gives clear reasons why historical accounts might be different 
and links this to a factual understanding of the past 

Historical Enquiry: 

• Chooses reliable sources to answer questions, realising that 
there is not always a single answer to historical questions 

• Investigates own enquiries by asking questions 

• Uses a range of primary and secondary sources, including 

visits, to build up a picture of the past 

Communicating Historically: 

• Uses language such as ‘continuity’, ‘change’ and ‘significance’ 
when talking about history 

• Plans and presents self-directed research on the studied 
period 

• Communicates ideas in a range of different forms, choosing 
the most appropriate based on the task and personal 
strengths 

Chronological Understanding: 

• Understands from using timelines that some historical events 
happened at the same time in different locations e.g. Stone 
Age Britain and Ancient Egypt 

• Orders significant events, movements and dates on a timeline 

• Identifies and compares changes within and across different 
time periods 

Knowledge and understanding of events, people and changes in the 
past: 

• Identifies continuity and change in the past as well as 
recognising significant events 

• Gives reasons for continuity and change backed up by 
evidence 

• Chooses reliable sources to find out about the past, taking 
author bias into account 

• Makes links between features of different societies from the 
past (religion, houses, society, inventions) 

• Describes how things from the past have affected and had an 
influence on life today 

 


